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1
COMMUNICATION SYSTEM PROVIDING
DATA TRANSFER DIRECTION
DETERMINATION BASED UPON MOTION
AND RELATED METHODS

TECHNICAL FIELD

This application relates generally to the field of communi-
cations, and more particularly, to electronic devices and
related methods that use near-field communication (NFC).

BACKGROUND

Mobile communication systems continue to grow in popu-
larity and have become an integral part of both personal and
business communications. Various mobile devices now incor-
porate Personal Digital Assistant (PDA) features such as cal-
endars, address books, task lists, calculators, memo and writ-
ing programs, media players, games, etc. These multi-
function devices usually allow electronic mail (email)
messages to be sent and received wirelessly, as well as access
the Internet via a cellular network and/or a wireless local area
network (WLAN), for example.

Some mobile devices incorporate contactless card technol-
ogy and/or near field communication (NFC) chips. NFC tech-
nology is used for contactless short-range communications
based on radio frequency identification (RFID) standards,
using magnetic field induction to enable communication
between electronic devices, including mobile wireless com-
munications devices. This short-range high frequency wire-
less communications technology exchanges data between
devices over a short distance, such as only a few centimeters.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a schematic block diagram of a communication
system in accordance with one example aspect.

FIG. 2 is schematic block diagram of an alternative
embodiment of the system of FIG. 1.

FIGS. 3 and 4 are acceleration vs. time graphs for the
mobile wireless communications devices of FIG. 2.

FIGS. 5 and 6 are flow diagrams illustrating method
aspects associated with the systems of FIGS. 1 and 2.

FIGS. 7 through 10 are front views of example mobile
wireless communications devices of the system of FIG. 2
illustrating various use cases.

FIGS. 11 and 12 are acceleration versus time graphs for the
system of FIG. 1 illustrating various use cases when the
electronic device is stationary or without motion sensing
capabilities.

FIG. 13 is a schematic block diagram illustrating example
components that may be used with the mobile wireless com-
munications devices of FIGS. 1-2 and 7-10.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

The present description is made with reference to the
accompanying drawings, in which example embodiments are
shown. However, many different embodiments may be used,
and thus the description should not be construed as limited to
the embodiments set forth herein. Rather, these embodiments
are provided so that this disclosure will be thorough and
complete. Like numbers refer to like elements throughout,
and prime notation is used to indicate similar elements or
steps in alternative embodiments.

Generally speaking, a communication system is disclosed
herein which may include at least one electronic device con-
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2

figured to wirelessly communicate via a short-range commu-
nications format, and at least one mobile communications
device. The at least one mobile communications device may
include a short-range communications device configured to
wirelessly communicate with the at least one electronic
device via the short-range communications format, and a
controller coupled to the short-range communications device.
The controller may be configured to determine a state of
movement of the at least one mobile communications device,
and determine a direction of communication with respect to
the at least one electronic device based upon the determined
state of movement. As such, movement (or lack thereof) of the
mobile communications device may advantageously be used
to determine whether transmitting data (e.g., digital content
data) to, receiving data from, or exchanging data with, the
electronic device is appropriate.

More particularly, the at least one mobile communications
device may further include an accelerometer coupled to the
controller, and the controller may be further configured to
determine the state of movement of the at least one mobile
communications device based upon the accelerometer. The
controller may also be configured to transmit digital content
data to the at least one electronic device based upon deter-
mined movement of the at least one mobile communications
device, and to receive digital content data from the at least one
electronic device based upon no movement of the at least one
mobile communications device.

In addition, the at least one mobile communications device
may further include a portable housing carrying the short-
range communications circuit and the controller, and the con-
troller may be further configured to determine an impact to
the portable housing and determine the direction of commu-
nication with respect to the at least one electronic device also
based upon the determined impact to the portable housing.
The controller may also be configured to determine a magni-
tude of movement of the at least one mobile communications
device, and determine the direction of communication with
respect to the at least one electronic device also based upon
the determined magnitude of movement.

The at least one electronic device may be further config-
ured to determine movement thereof, and the at least one
electronic device and the controller may be configured to
exchange digital content data therebetween based upon
respective determined movement. By way of example, the
short-range communications device may comprise a Near-
Field Communication (NFC) device. Moreover, the mobile
communications device may further include a wireless trans-
ceiver carried by the portable housing and configured to com-
municate via a wireless communications network.

A related mobile communications device, such as the one
described briefly above, and a related communication method
are also provided. The method may include determining a
state of movement of the at least mobile communications
device, and determining a direction of communication with
respect to the at least one electronic device based upon the
determined state of movement.

A non-transitory computer-readable medium for a mobile
communications device, such as the one described briefly
above, is also provided. The non-transitory computer-read-
able medium may have computer executable instructions for
causing the mobile communications device to perform steps
comprising determining a state of movement of the mobile
communications device, and determining a direction of com-
munication with respect to the at least one electronic device
based upon the determined state of movement.

By way of background, mobile communications devices
(also referred to as “mobile devices™ herein), such as portable
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cellular telephones, etc. are being equipped with short-range
communications capabilities (e.g., NFC) to enable near field
communication of information or data between mobile
devices as well as other electronic devices (e.g., NFC tags,
etc.). Data such as digital content data (e.g., electronic files,
etc.) stored in the memory of one mobile device may be
transmitted to another mobile device (or other electronic
device, etc.) via NFC communications, or such data may be
exchanged between the devices.

Referring initially to FIGS. 1 and 5, a communication
system 30 illustratively includes an electronic device 41
which is configured to communicate via a short-range com-
munications format (e.g., NFC). The system 30 further illus-
tratively includes a mobile device 31 which includes a por-
table housing 32, a short-range communication circuit 33
(e.g., an NFC circuit) carried by the portable housing and
configured to communicate via the short-range communica-
tions format, and a controller 34 carried by the portable hous-
ing and coupled to the short-range communications circuit.

NFC is a short-range wireless communications technology
in which NFC-enabled devices are “swiped,” “bumped” or
otherwise moved in close proximity to communicate. In one
non-limiting example implementation, NFC may operate at
13.56 MHz and with an effective range of about 10 cm, but
other suitable versions of near-field communication which
may have different operating frequencies, effective ranges,
etc., for example, may also be used.

By way of example, various mobile devices that may be
used for the embodiments described herein include portable
or personal media players (e.g., MP3 players, video players,
etc.), remote controls (e.g., television or stereo remotes, etc.),
portable gaming devices, portable or mobile telephones,
smartphones, tablet computers, etc. Furthermore, the control-
ler 34 may be implemented using a combination of hardware
(e.g., microprocessor, etc.) and non-transitory computer-
readable medium components having computer-executable
instructions for performing the various operations described
herein. Moreover, the electronic device 41 may also be a
mobile device, although it may be stationary or otherwise
intended not to be readily portable, such as a television,
stereo, desktop computer, etc. In some embodiments, the
electronic device may comprise an NFC tag (e.g., a poster tag,
etc.), for example.

Beginning at Block 50, the controller 34 may be configured
to communicate with the electronic device 41 via the short-
range communications (e.g., NFC) circuit 33 when in prox-
imity therewith. The controller 34 is further configured to
determine a state of movement of the mobile device 31, at
Block 51, and to determine a direction of communication
with respect to the electronic device 41 based upon the deter-
mined state of movement, at Block 52, which concludes the
method illustrated in FIG. 5 (Block 53). As such, it may
advantageously be determined if the mobile device 31 is
attempting to transmit data (e.g., digital content data) to the
electronic device 41, receive data therefrom, or both (i.e., to
exchange data therewith). In other words, by “direction of
communication” it is meant which way digital content data is
“flowing”, i.e., from the mobile device 31 to the electronic
device 41, from the electronic device 41 to the mobile device
31, or both. By way of example, the digital content data may
include contacts (e.g., digital business cards), audio, video,
images, addresses or appointments, documents, applications,
financial information, security information, etc.

In the present example, the mobile device 31 is moving
toward the electronic device 41 which is stationary. As such,
the controller 34 determines that it should be transmitting
data to the electronic device 41 due to the movement of the
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4

mobile device 31. On the other hand, if the controller 34
determines that the mobile device is not moving prior to the
portable housing 32 being bumped with the electronic device
41 or at the point where NFC communication otherwise com-
mences due to close proximity, then the controller 34 deter-
mines that it is to receive digital content data from the elec-
tronic device 41. However, it should be noted that this order
may be reversed in some embodiments (i.e., movement sig-
nifies data is to be received, and no movement signifies that
digital content data is to be transmitted). In some example
embodiments, movement of the mobile device 31 toward the
electronic device 41 signifies that data is to be transmitted by
the mobile device 31, and movement of the mobile device 31
away from the electronic device 41 signifies that data is to be
received by the mobile device 31.

Pre-selection of data qualified to transmit via NFC com-
munications may be a precondition of data exchange in some
embodiments. For example, a business card (e.g., a personal
address book contact) for the mobile device 31 owner may be
pre-selected as enabled for communication via NFC, while
the remainder of the address book would not be pre-selected
or designated for communication. In this way, the business
card may be a “default” file that is automatically transferred to
a different mobile device upon movement of a given mobile
device to initiate NFC communications.

Referring additionally to FIGS. 2-4 and 6, in this example
the electronic device 41' is also a mobile device similar to the
mobile device 31'. Here both of the mobile devices 31', 41'
have NFC short-range communication circuits 33', 43' and
further include an accelerometer 35', 45' carried by their
portable housings 32', 42' and coupled to their controllers 34',
44', respectively. As such, the controllers 34', 44' may advan-
tageously use the accelerometers 35', 45' to determine the
respective states of movement of the mobile devices 31', 41'.

Acceleration graphs of the mobile devices 31', 41' are
shown in FIGS. 3 and 4, respectively. It should be noted that
the example acceleration graphs provided herein are sche-
matic in nature and provided for reference purposes, but are
not graphs of actual accelerometer measurement data. In the
present example, the mobile device 31' is moved or acceler-
ated beginning at time t, until it collides with or bumps the
mobile device 41' at time t,. That is, the bump is physical
contact between the portable housings 32', 42'. As such, the
acceleration curve for the mobile device 31' ramps up
between times t, and t;, while the acceleration curve for the
mobile device 41' between these times is relatively horizontal
or flat. A threshold may be used to determine whether move-
ment has occurred, such as whether the slope of the accelera-
tion curve exceeds a threshold level. Thus, little or slight
movement may be considered as not moving, for example.

It should be noted that in some embodiments movement of
a mobile device may be determined or detected by a compo-
nent other than an accelerometer. For example, this may be
done based upon movement detected from an optical sensor
(e.g., a charge-coupled device (CCD)), gyroscope, compass,
etc.

Upon detection of the bump, at Block 55', the NFC circuits
33', 43' may begin communicating (e.g., they may be turned
on or otherwise enabled for communication), at Block 51,
and the controllers 34', 44' may advantageously determine
whether their respective mobile devices 31', 41' were moving
prior to or at the time of the bump based upon the ramp or
slope ofthe acceleration curve, at Block 56'. In the case where
the NFC circuits 33', 43" are powered on or awakened from a
sleep mode by the physical contact of the mobile devices 31',
41', then these circuits may optionally be turned off or
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returned to a power-saving or sleep mode once NFC commu-
nications are complete, at Block 62'.

It should be noted, however, that a bump or physical con-
tact of the mobile devices 31', 41' is not required in all
embodiments. That is, the mobile devices 31', 41' need not
actually physically contact in all embodiments for NFC (or
other short-range) communications to take place. As such, the
triggering event for when to check for movement may be
when NFC communications are first initiated (i.e., the NFC
circuits 33', 43' first come in range and begin communicating
with one another), for example. For instance, one or both of
the NFC circuits 33', 43' may be operating in an active NFC
mode and powered on prior to coming in proximity with each
other, which will result in the detection of one another and
commencement of NFC communication.

In the case where the mobile device 31' was in motion prior
to the bump but the mobile device 41' was not, the controller
34' conveys its digital content data to the controller 44' via the
NFC circuit 33, 43", at Blocks 56', 57'. In the opposite case,
i.e., where the mobile device 31' was not in motion prior to the
bump but the mobile device 41' was in motion, then the
controller 44' conveys its digital content data to the controller
34' via the NFC circuits 33', 43", at Block 59'.

By way of example, in FIG. 7 the mobile device 31' is
shown moving toward a mobile device 41'. In this example
embodiment, the mobile device 31' further includes a touch
screen display 70', input buttons 71', and an audio output
transducer 75', all of which are carried by the housing 32' and
coupled to the controller 34'. Moreover, the mobile device 41'
illustratively includes a display 80', a track ball 82' and a
keypad 83' (which serve as input devices), and an audio
output transducer 85', all of which are carried by the housing
42' and coupled to the controller 44'. In the example of FIG. 7,
the mobile device 31' is initially displaying a contact “busi-
ness card” (“Business Card A”) on the display 70" prior to
contact with the stationary mobile device 41'. That is, display-
ing a digital content item (e.g., contact, image, etc.) on the
display may designate that item for transfer upon movement
of the mobile device 31' into contact with the mobile device
41, although in other embodiments content may be pre-se-
lected for transfer via other approaches, as discussed above.
Once the bump occurs, the controller 34' transmits the busi-
ness card to the controller 44', as seen in FIG. 8. This transfer
may be accomplished by the NFC circuits 33", 43', or in some
embodiments the transfer may be performed via a separate
communications path, such as via the wireless transceivers
36, 46' (e.g., Bluetooth, etc.).

In the case where both mobile devices 31', 41' were in
motion just prior to the bump (i.e., they bumped each other),
then the controllers 33', 43' exchange respective digital con-
tent data, at Block 60'. An example implementation of this
case is shown in FIGS. 9 and 10. As seen in FIG. 9, each of the
mobile devices 31', 41' is displaying a business card (“Busi-
ness Card A”, “Business Card B”) on its respective display
70", 80' and are moving toward one another. After the bump
occurs, the digital business cards are exchanged between the
mobile devices 31", 41', as seen in FIG. 10.

In the examples of FIGS. 7-10, both of the mobile devices
31", 41' have motion detection capabilities (i.e., the acceler-
ometers 35', 45"). However, referring again to FIG. 1, in some
embodiments the electronic device 41 may be stationary or
not have motion detection capabilities. For example, the elec-
tronic device 41 may be a personal computer, etc., with NFC
capabilities (e.g., an NFC peripheral) but no motion detection
capabilities. Yet, it may still be desirable to utilize the motion
of the mobile device 31 to not only transmit digital content
data to the electronic device 41, but also to receive digital
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content data therefrom (or exchange digital content data
therewith). These different operations may be invoked by
using a given series of movements or bumps to signify a
respective data transfer operation.

For example, movement followed by a bump and then a
stop (no movement or acceleration), i.e., a “bump-stop”
sequence, as shown in FIG. 3, may be used to indicate that
digital content is to be transferred to the electronic device 41.
Note that when implementing the “bump-stop” mode, the
motion detection for device 31 may be determined by detec-
tion of a sound associated with a bump resulting from the
motion, by monitoring a microphone or other transducer
coupled to device 31, thereby eliminating the necessity of
accelerometer determined motion. To receive digital content
data from the electronic device 41, the mobile device 31 may
be moved until a bump occurs, and then “pulled back” from
the electronic device (a “bump-pull back” sequence), as
shown in FIG. 11. Here, the pull back occurs attime t,, and is
indicated by acceleration of a greater magnitude (i.e., a
greater slope on the acceleration graph) than the acceleration
preceding the bump. That is, the magnitude of the movement
or acceleration may be used to signify which digital (data
content) transfer operation (and, therefore, direction) is to be
used. Another example sequence that may be used to indicate
that digital content data is to be received or transferred from
the electronic device 41 to the mobile device 31 is a “bump-
bump-stop” sequence. Note that when implementing the
“bump-bump-stop” mode, the motion detection for device 31
may be resulting from the motion, by monitoring a micro-
phone or other transducer coupled to device 31 thereby elimi-
nating the necessity of accelerometer determined motion.

An example sequence which may be used to indicate an
exchange of digital content data between the mobile device
31 and the electronic device 41 is shown in FIG. 12. In
particular, this is a “bump-bump-pull back” sequence. It will
be appreciated, however, that the foregoing sequences are
merely provided by way of example, and that the various
sequences could be assigned to different operations in differ-
ent embodiments, or that other similar sequences may also be
used.

Example components of a mobile wireless communica-
tions device 1000 that may be used in accordance with the
above-described embodiments are further described below
with reference to FIG. 13. The device 1000 illustratively
includes a housing 1200, a keypad or keyboard 1400 and an
output device 1600. The output device shown is a display
1600, which may comprise a full graphic LCD. Other types of
output devices may alternatively be utilized. A processing
device 1800 is contained within the housing 1200 and is
coupled between the keypad 1400 and the display 1600. The
processing device 1800 controls the operation of the display
1600, as well as the overall operation of the mobile device
1000, in response to actuation of keys on the keypad 1400.

The housing 1200 may be elongated vertically, or may take
on other sizes and shapes (including clamshell housing struc-
tures). The keypad may include a mode selection key, or other
hardware or software for switching between text entry and
telephony entry.

In addition to the processing device 1800, other parts of the
mobile device 1000 are shown schematically in FIG. 13.
These include a communications subsystem 1001; a short-
range communications subsystem 1020; the keypad 1400 and
the display 1600, along with other input/output devices 1060,
1080, 1100, 1120 and 1900; as well as memory devices 1160,
1180 and various other device subsystems 1201. The mobile
device 1000 may comprise a two-way RF communications
device having data and, optionally, voice communications
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capabilities. In addition, the mobile device 1000 may have the
capability to communicate with other computer systems via
the Internet.

Operating system software executed by the processing
device 1800 is stored in a persistent store, such as the flash
memory 1160, but may be stored in other types of memory
devices, such as a read only memory (ROM) or similar stor-
age element. In addition, system software, specific device
applications, or parts thereof, may be temporarily loaded into
a volatile store, such as the random access memory (RAM)
1180. Communications signals received by the mobile device
may also be stored in the RAM 1180.

The processing device 1800, in addition to its operating
system functions, enables execution of software applications
1300A-1300N on the device 1000. A predetermined set of
applications that control basic device operations, such as data
and voice communications 1300A and 13008, may be
installed on the device 1000 during manufacture. In addition,
a personal information manager (PIM) application may be
installed during manufacture. The PIM may be capable of
organizing and managing data items, such as e-mail, calendar
events, voice mails, appointments, and task items. The PIM
application may also be capable of sending and receiving data
items via a wireless network 1401. The PIM data items may
be seamlessly integrated, synchronized and updated via the
wireless network 1401 with corresponding data items stored
or associated with a host computer system.

Communication functions, including data and voice com-
munications, are performed through the communications
subsystem 1001, and possibly through the short-range com-
munications subsystem. The communications subsystem
1001 includes a receiver 1500, a transmitter 1520, and one or
more antennas 1540 and 1560. In addition, the communica-
tions subsystem 1001 also includes a processing module,
such as a digital signal processor (DSP) 1580, and local
oscillators (LLOs) 1601. The specific design and implementa-
tion of the communications subsystem 1001 is dependent
upon the communications network in which the mobile
device 1000 is intended to operate. For example, a mobile
device 1000 may include a communications subsystem 1001
designed to operate with the Mobitex™, Data TAC™ or
General Packet Radio Service (GPRS) mobile data commu-
nications networks, and also designed to operate with any of
a variety of voice communications networks, such as AMPS,
TDMA, CDMA, WCDMA, PCS, GSM, EDGE, etc. Other
types of data and voice networks, both separate and inte-
grated, may also be utilized with the mobile device 1000. The
mobile device 1000 may also be compliant with other com-
munications standards such as 3GSM, 3GPP, UMTS, 4G, etc.

Network access requirements vary depending upon the
type of communication system. For example, in the Mobitex
and DataTAC networks, mobile devices are registered on the
network using a unique personal identification number or PIN
associated with each device. In GPRS networks, however,
network access is associated with a subscriber or user of a
device. A GPRS device therefore typically involves use of a
subscriber identity module, commonly referred to as a SIM
card, in order to operate on a GPRS network.

When required network registration or activation proce-
dures have been completed, the mobile device 1000 may send
and receive communications signals over the communication
network 1401. Signals received from the communications
network 1401 by the antenna 1540 are routed to the receiver
1500, which provides for signal amplification, frequency
down conversion, filtering, channel selection, etc., and may
also provide analog to digital conversion. Analog-to-digital
conversion of the received signal allows the DSP 1580 to

10

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

8

perform more complex communications functions, such as
demodulation and decoding. In a similar manner, signals to be
transmitted to the network 1401 are processed (e.g. modu-
lated and encoded) by the DSP 1580 and are then provided to
the transmitter 1520 for digital to analog conversion, fre-
quency up conversion, filtering, amplification and transmis-
sion to the communication network 1401 (or networks) via
the antenna 1560.

In addition to processing communications signals, the DSP
1580 provides for control of the receiver 1500 and the trans-
mitter 1520. For example, gains applied to communications
signals in the receiver 1500 and transmitter 1520 may be
adaptively controlled through automatic gain control algo-
rithms implemented in the DSP 1580.

In a data communications mode, a received signal, such as
a text message or web page download, is processed by the
communications subsystem 1001 and is input to the process-
ing device 1800. The received signal is then further processed
by the processing device 1800 for an output to the display
1600, or alternatively to some other auxiliary /O device
1060. A device may also be used to compose data items, such
as e-mail messages, using the keypad 1400 and/or some other
auxiliary /O device 1060, such as a touchpad, a rocker
switch, a thumb-wheel, or some other type of input device.
The composed data items may then be transmitted over the
communications network 1401 via the communications sub-
system 1001.

In a voice communications mode, overall operation of the
device is substantially similar to the data communications
mode, except that received signals are output to a speaker
1100, and signals for transmission are generated by a micro-
phone 1120. Alternative voice or audio I/O subsystems, such
as a voice message recording subsystem, may also be imple-
mented on the device 1000. In addition, the display 1600 may
also be utilized in voice communications mode, for example
to display the identity ofa calling party, the duration of a voice
call, or other voice call related information.

The short-range communications subsystem enables com-
munication between the mobile device 1000 and other proxi-
mate systems or devices, which need not necessarily be simi-
lar devices. For example, the short-range communications
subsystem 1020 may include an infrared device and associ-
ated circuits and components, or a Bluetooth™ or NFC com-
munications module to provide for communication with simi-
larly-enabled systems and devices.

Many modifications and other embodiments will come to
the mind of one skilled in the art having the benefit of the
teachings presented in the foregoing descriptions and the
associated drawings. Therefore, it is understood that various
modifications and embodiments are intended to be included
within the scope of the appended claims.

That which is claimed is:

1. A communication system comprising:

at least one electronic device configured to wirelessly com-

municate via a short-range communications format and
to determine respective movement thereof; and

at least one mobile communications device comprising

a short-range communications device configured to
wirelessly communicate with said at least one elec-
tronic device via the short-range communications for-
mat, and

acontroller coupled to said short-range communications
device, the controller being configured to
determine a state of movement of said at least one

mobile communications device and said at least
one electronic device and whether said at least one
mobile communications device and said at least



US 9,143,599 B2

9

one electronic device moved toward one another
prior to physical contact therebetween, and

determine whether to transmit data to said at least one
electronic device, receive data from said at least
one electronic device, or both transmit data to and
receive data from said at least one electronic
device, based upon the respective determined state
of movement of said mobile communications
device and said at least one electronic device and
whether said at least one mobile communications
device and said at least one electronic device
moved toward one another prior to the physical
contact therebetween.

2. The communication system of claim 1 wherein said at
least one mobile communications device further comprises a
movement detection sensor coupled to said controller; and
wherein said controller is further configured to determine the
state of movement of said at least one mobile communica-
tions device based upon said movement detection sensor.

3. The communication system of claim 2 wherein said
movement detection sensor comprises at least one of an accel-
erometer, an optical sensor, a gyroscope or a compass.

4. The communication system of claim 1 wherein said
controller is configured to transmit digital content data to said
at least one electronic device based upon determined move-
ment of said at least one mobile communications device.

5. The communication system of claim 1 wherein said
controller is configured to receive digital content data from
said at least one electronic device based upon substantially no
movement of said at least one mobile communications
device.

6. The communication system of claim 1 wherein said
controller is configured to receive digital content data from
said at least one electronic device based upon being moved
away therefrom.

7. The communication system of claim 1 wherein said at
least one mobile communications device further comprises a
housing carrying said short-range communications device
and said controller; and wherein said controller is further
configured to determine an impact to said housing, and deter-
mine the state of movement based upon the determined
impact to said housing.

8. The communication system of claim 1 wherein said
controller is configured to determine a magnitude of move-
ment of said at least one mobile communications device, and
determine the state of movement based upon the determined
magnitude of movement.

9. The communication system of claim 1 wherein said
short-range communications device comprises a Near-Field
Communication (NFC) device.

10. The communication system of claim 1 wherein said at
least one mobile communications device further comprises a
wireless transceiver carried by a housing, the wireless trans-
ceiver being configured to communicate via a wireless com-
munications network.

11. A mobile communications device comprising:

a short-range communications device being configured to
wirelessly communicate with at least one electronic
device via a short-range communications format, the at
least one electronic device being configured to deter-
mine respective movement thereof; and

a controller coupled to said short-range communications
device the controller being configured to
determine a state of movement of the mobile communi-

cations device and the at least one electronic device
and whether said mobile communications device and
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said at least one electronic device moved toward one
another prior to physical contact therebetween, and
determine whether to transmit data to said at least one
electronic device, receive data from the at least one
electronic device, or both transmit data to and receive
data from said at least one electronic device, based
upon the respective determined state of movement of
said mobile communications device and said at least
one electronic device and whether said mobile com-
munications device and said at least one electronic
device moved toward one another prior to the physical
contact therebetween.
12. The mobile communications device of claim 11 further
comprising a movement detection sensor coupled to said
controller; and wherein said controller is further configured to
determine the state of movement of the mobile communica-
tions device based upon said movement detection sensor.
13. The mobile communications device of claim 11
wherein said controller is configured to transmit digital con-
tent data to said at least one electronic device based upon
determined movement of the mobile communications device,
and to receive digital content data from said at least one
electronic device based upon substantially no movement of
said at least one mobile communications device.
14. The mobile communications device of claim 11 further
comprising a housing carrying said short-range communica-
tions device and said controller; and wherein said controller is
further configured to determine an impact to said housing,
and determine the state of movement based upon the deter-
mined impact to said portable housing.
15. The mobile communications device of claim 11
wherein said controller is configured to determine a magni-
tude of movement of said at least one mobile communications
device, and determine the state of movement based upon the
determined magnitude of movement.
16. The mobile communications device of claim 11
wherein said short-range communications device comprises a
Near-Field Communication (NFC) circuit.
17. A communication method for a mobile communica-
tions device configured to wirelessly communicate via a
short-range communications format with at least one elec-
tronic device, the at least one electronic device being config-
ured to determine respective movement thereof, the method
comprising:
determining a state of movement of the at least one mobile
communications device and the at least one electronic
device and whether the mobile communications device
and the at least one electronic device moved toward one
another prior to physical contact therebetween; and

determining whether to transmit data to the at least one
electronic device, receive data from the at least one
electronic device, or both transmit data to and receive
data from said at least one electronic device, based upon
the respective determined state of movement of said
mobile communications device and said at least one
electronic device and whether the mobile communica-
tions device and the at least one electronic device moved
toward one another prior to the physical contact therebe-
tween.

18. The communication method of claim 17 wherein the at
least one mobile communications device further comprises a
movement detection sensor coupled to a controller; and
wherein determining the state of movement comprises deter-
mining the state of movement of the mobile communications
device based upon the movement detection sensor.

19. The communication method of claim 17 further com-
prising transmitting digital content data from the at least one
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mobile communications device to the electronic device based
upon determined movement of the at least one mobile com-
munications device, and receiving digital content data at the
at least one mobile communications device from the elec-
tronic device based upon substantially no movement of the at
least one mobile communications device.

20. A non-transitory computer-readable medium for a
mobile communications device comprising a short-range
communications device carried by a housing and configured
to wirelessly communicate with at least one electronic device
via a short-range communications format, the at least one
electronic device being configured to determine respective
movement thereof, and the computer-readable medium hav-
ing computer executable instructions for causing the mobile
communications device to perform steps comprising:

determining a state of movement of the mobile communi-

cations device and the at least one electronic device and
whether the mobile communications device and the at
least one electronic device moved toward one another
prior to physical contact therebetween; and
determining whether to transmit data to said at least one
electronic device, receive data from the at least one
electronic device, or both transmit data to and receive
data from said at least one electronic device, based upon
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the respective determined state of movement of said
mobile communications device and said at least one
electronic device and whether the mobile communica-
tions device and the at least one electronic device moved
toward one another prior to the physical contact therebe-
tween.

21. The non-transitory computer-readable medium of
claim 20 wherein the mobile communications device further
comprises a movement detection sensor; and wherein deter-
mining the state of movement further comprises determining
the state of movement of the mobile communications device
based upon the movement detection sensor.

22. The non-transitory computer-readable medium of
claim 20 further having computer-executable instructions for
causing the mobile communications device to perform steps
comprising:

transmitting digital content data to the at least one elec-

tronic device based upon determined movement of the
mobile communications device; and

receiving digital content data from the at least one elec-

tronic device based upon substantially no movement of
the at least one mobile communications device.
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